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The Origin and Grammaticalization of the Progressive Aspect
Markers in the Southern Min Dialects: On the Relation bewteen
Progressive Aspect Markers and Continuous Aspect Markers

Chen Manjun
College of Chinese Language and Literature, Jimei University, Fujian Xiamen 361021

Abstract Through carefully investigati on the historical documents as well as dialects currently
in use,the paper finds that there are A and B two types of progressive aspect markers in the Southern
Min dialects. Type A and Type B have originated from chu (&) and zaichu (f£4) which had respec-
tively been originated from the demonstrative pronoun zhii/xu chu (3 /# &) and the prepositional
construction zai + zhii/xu chu (£+ R /#%4). The two types A and B select the same two sentence
categories. One category are the sentences that express objective existence. The other category are the
sentences that express non— objective existence. Type A does not have pragmatic meaning, whereas
Type B has pragmatic meaning. The generation and development of the two types of progressive as-
pect markers function before the Vp and between Vpl and Vp2. By comparing the generation and de-
velopment of the two types of progressive aspect markers and those of the two types of durative aspect

markers (Chen Manjun 2017) , it can be seen that the generation and development of the two types of
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progressive aspect markers are closely related to the two types of durative aspect markers. The two
types of progressive aspect markers assumed a semi— grammatical state when they were generated,
and subsequently completely grammaticalized into lie (%)) and zailie (f£%)]) respectively, and finally
in turn developed into the morphemes lie and preposition zailie respectively. The speed of weakening of
the phonetic forms of progressive aspect markers in the Southern Min dialects of Quanzhou, Xiamen
and Taiwan shows an unbalanced development, which also demonstrates exactly the difference of the
process of grammarization of progressive aspect markers in the three dialects. The paper disagrees
with the theory that progressive aspect markers and durative aspect markers were derived from prepo-
sitional constructions and establishes another paradigm for the origin and grammaticalization of pro-
gressive aspect markers and durative aspect markers in Chinese dialects and even in other human lan-
guages.

Keywords Southern Min dialect; the progressive aspect marker; pragmatics; demonstrative pro-

noun; preposition; grammaticalization; relationship
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