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A Study of the Superlative Relative Adverbs of Degree in
Minnan Dialects in Fujian and Taiwan Provinces

CHEN Man-un
( College of Chinese Language and Literature, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: The superlative relative adverbs of degree in the fourMinnan dialects contain their intrinsic elements, non-inherent el—
ements from Mandarin, and their joint uses. The choices and the uses of these adverbs embody various differences and present
an unbalanced development. This is caused by their own development and mutual influence, as well as by external factors. Mu-—
tual influence can be direct or indirect, which well reflects the evolution of the superlative relative adverbs of degree in Fujian
and Taiwan. In addition, as the fusion of Quanzhang and Quanzhou Minnan dialects, Xiamen Minnan Dialect has entirely ab-
sorbed the superlative relative adverbs of degree in Quanzhou Minnan Dialect, while Taiwan Minnan Dialect’s superlative relative
adverbs of degree mainly came from Zhangzhou Minnan Dialect. On the whole, the superlative relative adverbs of degree in Tai—
wan developed the slowest, followed by Xiamen and Zhangzhou, and the superlative relative adverbs of degree in Quanzhou de—
veloped the fastest. But in any case, they all have a tendency to get “closer” to Mandarin “zui” ( 3%) .

Key words: Minnan dialects in Fujian and Taiwan Provinces; superlative relative adverbs of degree; superlative
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