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The Semantic Evolution of the Auxiliary boa4 | in Southern Min Dialect

CHEN Man—un
( College of Chinese Language and Literature, Jimei University, 361021, China)

Abstract: From the historical literature and the real — life dialect, we can see that the semantics of the auxiliary baa4 N in

Southern Min dialect has the following two evolution paths: 1.

dynamic modality > deontic modality > epistemic modality; 2. dy-

namic modality > epistemic modality. The three kinds of modalities of the auxiliary boa4 | have not only the relationship be-

tween each other, but also each kind of modality has its own development and change. The paper reveals the development of the

three kinds of modalities, and points out that the subjectivity is an important driving force for the evolution of the modality of the

auxiliary baa4 |.

Key words: southern Min dialect; auxiliary; modality; semantic evolution
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