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Inspecting on Behalf of Heaven: The Divine Transformation
of the Worship of Ong Yah and the Cultural Function of the
Wangchuan Ceremony

Xia Min*

Abstract; Initially, the Wangchuan Ceremony was intended to expel the
Plague God, but it has since taken on a variety of meanings in Fujian and
Taiwan, as well as in Malaysia, a country that lies on the “Maritime Silk Road”.
The interpretation of the Wangchuan Ceremony has changed significantly,
especially since the emergence of the book Inspecting on Behalf of Heaven. 1t’s
intended function of countering the plague has deteriorated and disappeared. The
Ong Yah now represents “Heaven’s will” ( praying for fine weather and peace in
the four areas) in inspecting the sea and land, or Yin and Yang. Under the

rubric of Inspecting on Behalf of Heaven, the Ong Yah, which has the function of

# Author’s Bio: Xia Min is a Professor at the Marine Culture and Law School of Jimei University and is

engaged in folk culture.
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expelling the plague, has evolved into an almighty God. The Ong Yah is
responsible for protecting human life, and the customs of the Wangchuan
Ceremony signify people’s unique lifetimes using a particular cultural grammar.

Keywords: Ong Yah; Plague God; Wang Chuan Ceremony; Southeast
Asia
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