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The Semantic Evolution of “[~id” and “~id”
in Minan Dialect

CHEN Man—un, LU Luodan
( School of Marine Culture and Law, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

z

Abstract “Ri#” (butong) appeared earlier than “ |~3” ( butong) . The former appeared in Jiajing’s opera articles,
while the latter first appeared in the Wanli period and then disappeared until the 20th century. The affirmative word “ | ” and
the negative word “-R ” cannot be simply regarded as affirmation and negation of “i& ” respectively. From the historical and real—
istic corpus, it can be seen that the original combination of “ | ” and “i#” was based on pragmatic needs, while that of “R”

”

and “i#” on the semantic need. They were both loose structures during that time. Afterwards, the “ i@ ” and “7Ri8 7 struc—
tures continued to evolve semantically along their respective tracks, and solidified into words with the alternation of modal mean—
ing. The semantic evolution of “ [Fif” was carried out on a single track, most of which was developed in modern times. The
semantic evolution of “ZRi&” took place in multiple tracks. Except for the evolution of its deontic modality from strong to weak,
which was not realized until modern times, the other two evolution paths were realized as early as in the Ming and Qing operas,
and two modal meanings of them competed with and were eventually replaced by “#i@” ( wutong) in modern times. The se—
mantic evolution of “ i ” and “RiB” structures shares the common characteristics of the modal meaning evolution of human
languages, but also “FRi# ” has the reverse semantic evolution path of many human languages, which embodies the typological
characteristics of the Chinese language. “|~i#” realized the evolution of the purpose mark to the modal meaning, and caused
the two-way semantic evolution of “modal meaning purpose mark” in Minnan dialect, which t establishes a new type of world
language, and thus demonstrates its unique theoretical value.

Key words: modal structure; purpose structure; semantic evolution; Minnan dialect
(AR D RAR)
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