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Temples Net, Social Capital and Relations across the Taiwan Straits
Take Quanzhou Tianhou Temple for Example

GUO A-¢', FAN Zheng-yi?
( 1. Quanzhou Cultural Relic Protection and Research Center, Quanzhou Fujian 362000, China;

2. Institute of Religious Culture, Huaqiao University, Quanzhou Fujian 362021, China )

Abstract: After the reform and reopening-up, Quanzhou Tianhou temple has close relationship network with
Mazu temples of Fujian and Taiwan and other temples. By getting out the social capital from the network,
Quanzhou Tianhou temple further consolidates its central position in the circle of Mazu belief between Fujian
and Taiwan . Because the temple international networks are built up by the people who worship the Mazu,
International network also brings social capital to the believers and benefits them on both sides, thus

promoting the development of relationship across the Taiwan straits.
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