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Sedan Oracle and Rural Governance: A Case Study of
Sedan Shamanism of Jingfeng Town in South Fujian
FAN Zheng-yi

Abstract: After the reform and opening up, on the basis of the traditional sedan ceremony, Jingfeng Town in South Fujian

developed a new approach to “service sedan” , which is to convey the divine idea through the way writing common Chinese
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characters on the sand—covered table. “Service sedan” is the product of the facilitation of human—to—God communica—
tion. There are two causes that the sedan oracle penetrating into the local public affairs. On the one hand, the elder authori—
ty in the village of the town decline, villagers had to rely on God to force disagreement in the integration of public affairs;
on the other hand, the way of “service sedan” conveying the ideas of deities can help those young and middle—aged people
to participate in the public affairs. So the traditional public affairs have qualified successors. The prevalence of sedan oracle
reflects the new change in the current rural governance. The inter—generational transfer of family economic rights has weak—
ened the role of rural elders and improved the rise of young and middle—aged forces. Sedan oracle provides the validity for
middle—aged and young villagers to enter the rural governance, and its prevalence reflects the tendency of the current rural
power toward diversification.

Key words: sedan oracle; interpretation of ritual; rural governance
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Legal Dilemma and Institution Perfection of Negotiation

on Compensation for Ecological Damage

Initiated with the First Negotiation Case on Ecological

Damage Compensation in China

ZHANG Lin-hong, GE-cao Hong—yang

Abstract: At present, there exists a dilemma such as the ambiguous definition of the legal nature of compensation negotia—
tion, the confusion of the subject of compensation, and the lack of safeguards for the implementation of the negotiation a—
greement in the ecological damages in China. However, there is insufficient theoretical support in compensation consulta—
tion. Therefore it is necessary to explain theories of compensation consultation and analyze reasons for dilemma of compensa—
tion consultation and outline specific subjects consultation agreement content effectiveness and procedures for ecological en—
vironmental damages consultation. Therefore, ensuring compensation consultation for ecological environment damages plays
its proper institutional function.

Key words: ecological damage; compensation for damages; negotiation agreement; legal dilemma; institutional perfec—

tion
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